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Foreword 

In Taiwan, sweet potato, peanut and soybean have one economic aspect in 
common. They are all important both as human food and as hog feed. With the 
steady growth of population and the number of hogs raised, the demand fol' these 
three crops has been continuously on the increase in the postwar years. The 
acreage of sweet potato, around 230,000 hectares, is second only to rice, and that 
of peanut has reached nearly 100,000 hectares and has edged out sugarcane (93,000 
hectares) to become the crop with the third largest acreage in 1955. The soybean, 
with a humble prewar acreage of 7,000 hectares (1934-1938 average), has now over 
30,000 hectares and is next in acreage only to rice, sweet potato, peanut and sugarcane 
among the 'farm crops. The acreage expansion of these crops will perhaps slow 
down due to the limitation of arable land and the growing competItion for land 
among crops. The future hope of further increasing the production of these crops 
lies in the elevation of their yield per hectare and reduction of loss in the field and 
after harvest. 

The improvement work done on these three crops before the War was much 
less extensive than that on such crops as rice and sugarcane. Neither was much 
attention given to these crops in the early postwar years. Only during the last 

two or three years have the local agricultural research institutes and stations seri­

ously resumed and intensified the improvement work on sweet potato, peanut and 
soybean. 

Wheat is a winter crop in Taiwan, planted after the harvest of the second rice 
crop and harvested before the transplanting of the first rice crop. It is a useful 
supplementary food crop and is in much demand by the local flour mills. When 
the pric,e is low, its acreage may be shifted to other winter crops such as flax, 
field peas, and vegetables. 

The present paper reports on the progress of the work on variety improvement 
and seed multiplication of these four crops, with special emphasis on results 
obtained in recent years. 

H. T. Chang, Chief 

Plant Industry Division 
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