02 BEzE

.




HAME - H i &

Harvesting Eel Fry in the Wild
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The eel cannot be reproduced artificially. Eel fry are harvested in
the wild. As they are nocturnal, the fishermen have to work from dusk
till the next morning. In the freezing dawn at the Lanyang River estuary,
fishermen can be found checking their catches of fry. They have to stand
the cold northeastern monsoon and rolling waves. Only patience and
perseverance may bring them a good harvest.

Eel fry catching is an important industry in Taiwan. However,
conservation of eel resources admits no delay. The Fisheries Agency
under the Council of Agriculture has imposed a ban on eel fry catching
from March 1 to October 31 every year in areas outside of Hualien and
Taitung counties. Even in the fry catching season, the fishermen have to
register with local fishermen’s associations to prevent overfishing. With
the restriction, eel fry can migrate upstream to grow in their habitat, thus
ensuring sustainability for the eel industry.

“The eel catchers attract the fry with their headlamps.”

“Eel fry have phototaxis, but they only swim towards dim light. Strong light scares

them away.”
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