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After the second rice crop is harvested, the Agriculture and Food Agency
(AFA) under the Council of Agriculture encourages farmers to grow green
manure as sustenance for the land when it lies fallow. The green manure provides
nutrition for the following crops, reduces the usage of chemical fertilizers, adds to
sustainability for the agricultural environment and creates a gorgeous landscape.

Sesbanias, peas, sun hemps and rapeseeds are commonly used as green
manure. The AFA has this year provided forty tons of free rapeseed seeds to
farmers in eastern Taiwan. Thirty-five to forty days after they are planted, the
bright-yellow rapeseed flowers spread across Shofeng, Fenglin and Yuli in
Hualian County and Chishang, Guanshan and Luye in Taitung County. The blue
sky, the green lands and the golden rapeseed fields will combine to produce a
marvelous view.

“There are not many plants that flower in winter in Taiwan. Rapeseed flowers become a main

food crop for honey bees in the season.”

“How wonderful! They can produce plenty of nectar for the honey bees to feast on.”
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