


I B

Yellow Cattle Prosper in Southern Taiwan
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Well-fed cattle roam leisurely on a sloping side of Dajian Mountain in Kenting.
Visitors might know the ranch is run by the Hengchun Branch of the Livestock
Research Institute under the Council of Agriculture (COA), but few know that the
ranch is also home to a breed conservation center for Taiwan’s purebred yellow
cattle.

The yellow cattle is a beef breed characterized by tasty flavor. However, its size
and pace of growth compare poorly with foreign breeds. Though crossbreeding
was introduced, it nearly caused extinction of the original pure breed. The COA in
1987 started a breed conservation program to help maintain the diversity of livestock
breeds and the Hengchun Branch was tasked with yellow cattle breed conservation.
The branch started to collect Taiwan yellow cattle from different areas to purify the
breed and let the cattle take root in Kenting. Their population is stabilized at a few
hundreds. In recent years, the branch has been trying to promote the raising of the
breed by private farmers, hoping to start a “bull market” in the Year of the Ox.

“Do all Taiwan yellow cattle look yellow?”

“They actually appear in other colors as well—black, brown, red, white and even multi-colored.”

03



